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BSE - from
farm to needle

Abattoirs have been an unregulated source of material

for veterinary and human medicines. Farmer Joanna

Wheatley asks whether humans caught Mad Cow

Disease from the parts of the animal we don't eat
spientfic researcher, I have been

A tallowing the BSE saga witl great

inferest— not least becattse of my feed, as
n farmer and a8 2 mother, 1o find out how
serious the real risks are, and act
accordinglyv.

Mogl theorfes about BSE assume that
whatever started the epidemic, it spread
brcanse infected remains were beldng feil
e other cattle: But evidence at the BSE
Inquiry showed this was not the only
possible cause of the spread, The Inquiry
heard evidence that canle extracts Cand

sheep extracts, too) have been injected
intg cattic and also used in the preparaion
of b inoculptions,

In 1984, Brtish doctors noticed that
piople given human pituitany extracts od
children to help them achieve hetter
grovwth wore slaning (o come down with a
form of CreutzdelidJacoh Disease (G111, )
similar to the more recent cases of CJD -/
finleed 1o beef There was also evidence |

m othes countriés that women given

CFelliele Stimulating Hermone (FSH),
designed to help them conceive, were also
af risk of developing CID.

o= Similar practices were happening for

[ mftirr_f._SH;wns extracted from cattle glands |
nol jusi 1o help reulate cattle fertility but to
provake midtiple ovulation in cattle,
Multiple ovulation, combined with embryn
transler technigues, allow prize cattle o
generate several lspring simultaneously,
using other cows 58 surrogates. FSH may
alsp be uzed on the surmogate mothers
when the embryos are transplanted,

Vers znd seientists were alzo developing
aimilar growth enbancing and fortility
tresiments for cattle, using cattle tizsue,
just ot the time when BSE would have

“Been first incubated. Tests were being run
on the use of the pituitary extract, Bovine
Samatotrophin (BST) to slimulnte growth
and greater milk production. The

ormone was obtained from cow cadavers,
and the success of the trials bed to the
development of genetically engineered
synthetic hormone, rBST. ~

— What is apparent from these practices iz |
that the rlak of recyeling BSE through |
inoculation of veterinary products was far - |

greater than through eating beef, 'rt!liﬂtlﬂ'i_j
sdentilied as carmyving a nsk f.vl infection
"'.. .
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s a beof farmer and one-tlme

BADvertisement

ADMIRAL'S
- PIE

In great big yellow letters on a red
background, Admiral’s Pie from Ross
procliaims *33% MORE FISH'. The
product s described as ‘sicculent fish
fillets In a delliclous butter sauce
topped with potato and cheese', All
very tempting. But take alook at the
ingredients jist and you'll find that
therc |5 only 200 fsh in this nowly
upgraded ple = the third ingredient,
after potato and water,

A gulck bit of arlthmetlc... shows us
that Admlral’s Fie used to contain just
over 15% fish, Sorry, Ross, not vory
impresshve, But thank you for kindly “
telling us on the packet to
'Hemember, flsh is good for you',

were categorided as Specified Bovine
Offals, and banned from the foad chain bt
wod from Sie plarmocenticod ehain,
Drerivatives from potentially infected
lands were not baunned from modicinal
products. Cattle pltuitary hormone
extracts were loonsod until 1998 with a

{_bwo-vear shelflife. No-one advised abattoir J

worleers, knackermen, véts or research
scientists, let alone the army of hygiene
enforcers, of the transmission risks.

[ o wp oo whie Dl worked st
Beatding abatioir (closed 1993) who =aid;
O e, dck, They were foking all sorts of
steift your bpore. We elped lote of vinks and
researchiers, oy nsed o come i from S
university and research places, and down
from Lowdon hospitals, Tt was @ sepvice we
brided owrselves on, Nelping science and
medicine.

As some of the research liborntories
wiere riear 1o the abattolr, [ wondered if
experimental inimals may hiove come hacl
in 1o be slanghtered, potentially recyelin

rThe protlem. [asked: "What abont when

vou supplied pitwitaries and other ftems,
Dhd your costomers ever asl for *.pn:ui’ ic \I\
animals, froim a known erigin? e

Mo, never, We always chose the best
for them. We wiko weed do fof peaple in fora
fat eharge and they could halp themselves to
what they wanied)

The Departrnent of Henlth was
concerned that bovine blood serum was

| being used In routine vaccinations, They:  ~

decided that the sk might he present bol
was low compared 1o the apparent henefit
of the vaccinatlon programmes. They also
appeared concerned that if they admitted
to o risk, there might be a lirge public
reaclion against all vaccines.

Iromically, Britaln has develaped a

world-leading svstem of traceability for its.

food animals. But only from July this year
riitest pharmaceutical compariies obiain
their supplies from elsewhere in the world, (
An only fram March nest year does this

ipph for veterinary medicings.

If fnrmers are to produce :mlmnla
destined for such high osk practices, it is
my sincere belief that 1t is in everyone's
Interest that (hey are aware of the foctl,

Better still, pharmacenlicil herds
should be established, and e animals
raized (o the standards befing their
purposes, I belleve opolicy of 'farm o
needly! would henefit us justas much as
'farm to fork.

W Joano Whoatley is on organic boel lamer in
the keme coontias.
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