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Walde grave under Edinburgh, Yeﬁmv Nege# 1
pressure over HIV Blooustop 1.,
transfusmn cases . Mondas a2

Susan Young and
Sarah:Lonsdale

SOLICITORS' acting- for*the: 8
“forgotten- Aids victims’ of the:
NHS have written to Health
Secretary William Waldegrave
demanding’ government com-
pensaden . for their-clients now
that . haemophiliacs - have,-
received payments. .
In a letter sent to Mr Waldeu 1Y
grave this weekend, on behalfof "% 3
the Transfusion Aids Solicitors SRR A %
Group, Merseyside lawyer Gra- match the paymems of between
ham Ross argues: ‘Requests £21,500 and £80,300 recezved
have been made for the previ- by haemopmhacs
ous payment to haemophiliacs ~ The eight lawyers are urging
o be extended to the whole their clients to ger their constit-
bleod victims, omnly to be uency MPs to step up pressure
refused. on the Government. They also
‘T had hoped that with the want MPs o sign Labour Scot-
. finai settlement of the case of tish health spokesmnan Sam Gal-
my - haemophiliac” clients, the braith’s early day motion calling
comparatively small additionai- or the Government ‘to follow
cost of extending compensation- the togic’ of the -haemophiliac
to the transfusion victims would  decision: The solicitors: will be
be considered a fair and properi meeting a cross-party group- of
burden on public funds.’ © MPs sympathetlc to theix cause
He was dismayed to read in- in the nexz few days. - -
The Qbserver that a Department:  Mr Ross adds in his ietter to
of Health spokesman was stll - Mr Waidegrave that some of his
quoting the usual argument clients have died witkout know-
against paymend to non-haemo- ing whether their - families
philia victims — that they were would benefit from a pay-out.
not sutfering from a hereditary “Time is-pressing-on. My cli- -
disease. Mr Ross said the argu- ents’ levels of immunity to

ment was ‘wholly illogical’. infection continue to drop as
Up to 400 NHS patients who time goes by, For most of them,
received  life-saving blood bad news only -follows bad-

transfusions berween 1981 and news. For once, let me give
1936 for the treatment of leu- them some good news... i
kaemia, aplastic anaemia and. ] am-convinced :there is a
comgplications ar childbirzh are toral consensus in’ this counery
thought to have been infected that people expect their Gov-_
with HIV, the Aids virus. S¢ ernment to show compassmn to!
far, 77 cases are known to the these people and:! give them-
Department of Health. ~ compensation. [t's their money’
Their. solicitors -are now the Govemmentlscharved w1th
pr&ssmg Lhe Govemmen[ to sp-eudmg. LI



