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E‘N c}mdren whe' suﬁer
-from haemophilia and

fered headaches and dizziness
o being treated  with
~'{Factor-8; 2 product of human

 Anlood p]asma n:npcrled from

America.
‘The children, aged between 9
and 14, are treated regularly at

the school at Allon, Hampshire -
with Factor 8°to stop bleeding.”

“The side efects have heigh-
: lened fears of tbhe * constant
risk * for Britain’s 4,600 regis-
tered-haemophiliacs of infection
from blood preducts made by

+" | commerical companies who use

" | paid h]ocd donurs to collect the

ol plasma,

Some o{ the blood used to
make ¢he - products 10 treat
haemopbiliacs is said to be
bought in Mexico end South

S America for the “market pnce .
"« 'lof £5 a pint -

Imports worth an eshmated
£10 million of Factor 8, the
1 missing factor in a haemq-
] philiac’s blood, come from
America, Germany and Auvsiria
+ 1R poudered form to supple-

Tment the lm'nted amount made
;n Britain..

Last month SII' ‘GeorTge
Young, = Under Secretary of
Stale in the Depariment
Health gave warning of 1be

pns;zble risks of hepatitis”
from imported products, par-
ticularly from those made from
plasma supplied by paid donors

PBritain cannot’ make the 60
millicn units of Factor 8 needed
10 . treat its haemophiliacs
becsuse pot enmough plasma is
available tbrough the National
| Blood Transfusion Service and
cash js also short.

The ten children afecled ‘by
sickness Jast month atiend a

1 special school attached to the

Lord Mayor Treloar College at
Alton. They complained of head-
aches after being given foreign
made Factor 8 to stop blecding,
but recovered guite quickly.
Doses, which cost about 10p
2 voit, are injected after being
mixed with water. Ope treat-
ment could cost more than £40.
Dr _Tooy Arcnstam. the
school's director, who relies on
foreign companies to provide
two-thirds of the peeds of the
school's 40 boys, immediately

attend a special school suf- -

‘en sick aﬁer
Factor 8 doses. |

By CATHERINE STEVEN

cancelled all orders of Factor
8 supplied by a Nettinghem
compaoy which imported the
product -from America. **'We
considered the batch Wwas con-
taminated inm some way", he
said. .

Mr David Heat_h managmg
director of Spevv\.DOd Labora-
tories, which sells principally
American-prepared doses  of
Factor 8, said: “ A bunch of .f

childrea mmp]amed of a head- *

ache. We checked with six other
units supplied from the same
baich and no ooe complained
of anything.”

Mr Heath, whose copapy Is
testing plasma from pigsy end
cows to make Factor 8, admitfed
that there were some ricks with
imporled products, parttularly
from strains of hepatitis for
which tbere are Do koown
tests,

“ But il we did away with this
material from abroad we would
have a lot of dead hazemo-
philiacs on our hands,” he said.

A second “suspect baich”
of Factor 8 was found in Ox-
ford last month. About a dozen

of - peaple, including teepagess, who

regularly attend the Haemo-
philia Centre attached to the
Churchill Hospital, Oxford—one
of Britain’s soain ' research

centres—complained of similar}

sympioms after being given
Factor B mmade in America. -

The Oxford ceatre is one of
three in Britain which make
Farctor 8, but its output is only
three million units a year, The
policy of the director, Dr
Charles Rizza, i9 to use “ home-
produced” Factor 8 to treat
children or new patients.

He “said: “I believe the
National Health Service-made
product is cleaner. 1t is cbtained
from a smaller pool of deonors
and there may be less nisk of
infections.

- *But it has to be said that
there is still some risk, such

The main British producton
ceatre is the Health Depart-
ment's Blood Products Labora-
tory at Elstree, Hertfordshire,
which makes 15 million units a
year.
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as svmptoms of headacbes, \nt‘h '
British

roduced  Factor. 8,,
although we.do oot have a paid;

“donor. system.” There might be .

a greater degree of risk fn:nmj
mmmerae;l products, Dr Bma
said.

The Natiooal Inshl‘ute fnrl
Biological Stapdards and Con-

trol, which tests &1 forei i
blood products imporied by
Britain, .rejects ‘& *“small

amount,” believed to be almut
5 per cent of the millicns of
bottles of Factor 8 brought in
each year, .

Companies opc;a%.ng phod
Britzin maintain_ that am-gentl
tests are carried out t~ == ©-en
higher standard than 1itnose
made in British bloed p-uauft
laboratories. - ]
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