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Plea for ‘hoépital victims of HIV virus’

LABQOUR Health spokesman Harriet
Harman last night called for action on
the case of a 26-year-¢ld man {rom
Edinburgh who, she said, had beea
infected with the HIV virus after a
successful bone marrow operation to
treat leukemia,

~ “He said he felt as if he had been
giver) another death sentence,” she
said.

Ms Harman was urging the Gov-
ernnent to extend compensation to all
the victims infected with HEV —- the

virus which causes Aids — through
contaminated NHS blood
transfusiens.

However, junior Heaith Minister
Stephen Deorrell challenged the Oppo-
sition to say where the money to meet
such a pledge would come from.

s Harman said during 2 Com-
moas -debate on parfiamesatary and
health service commissioners: “The
Government were right to give com-
pensation to the haemophiliacs.

“But they were wrong to deny com-~
pensation to those who were not

haemophilia‘cs but who were infected
with contaminated blood in exactiy
the same way.”

She said: “Seme are very ill, some
have ajready died. None have received
one pensty cempensation.

“I'hese people don’t want symgpa-
thy. They want justice.”

Ms Harman said Mr Doerell
should explain why the Government
was failing to provide compensation
“tq all those who got HIV through
blood transfusions”. :



