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iacs infected with the Aids vi=:

tus- have'joined legal action

against the governiment; their

lawyer§ disclosed last night.

“Many victims ‘have . con-

tacted lawyers in the'past-two
weeks in-anticipation of this

Tuesday's deadline for theds-7 -
sue of writs. The case,'to begin;
in=12 months; will be onie of
the~ bigdést - ever. clalms far-

compensanon :

“The 150 riew claimianisj JOl
600" already 1fitending fo sue’
the -goverament. However,
about 50 of the total claimants
could -die"from Aids-related
illnesses.in the year before the
action begins. . .

A total of 1200 haemo—
pmhacs have been infected
with’ BIV ‘through" ficatment
with - The - b!oed—f‘lo‘ttmw gub-
stinée, Factor. VI, “which
théy | recelved through the
INFIES; 163 have “since con-
iracted AldS
dead :

Nine weeks ago after 4 cant-
paign - by . the’ Haemophilia -
Society and The:Sunday’
Timies that was supporied by”

and 110 are

more than 300:-MPs; the gov-

ernment offered £20 000 each -
to hiaemophiligcs. But the gov~

persation atid ‘that it ‘would
defend legal 4ction.

Last night Gra’nam Ross, a
Merseysnde lawder. dcting: for
many of the haemophiliacs,
said: *This firm has takeén-on
57%new. cases in the past two
weeks and has referred 60 else-
where. People d0'not want to
miss .the ‘boat. We are -very
cncouraged LA

) by Muchaes Durham
Fealth Services: -
“Corespondent

“would receivethe £20,0008

“‘ognised the *
erirreent said it was not.com-

Eurther claims; Lrn:éy"be:
<the-deadline forunder:18s has
been extended to April:i5-to
ke account-of legal aid rules,

Dayid Watters, gencral sec-

retary:-of . the Haemophil
Society; ‘said haemophﬂmcs

“gralia ‘paymenis’ in 1hc next
two weeks..

- PHE Sunday Times has wnt- :
teno MPs who supported the
campaign for haemophitiacs,
asking for support for another
group of HIV-positive pa-
tients: an éstimated 50 non-~
haemophiliacsinfected ds: &
result of bload transfusions.

Although they were 3lé0 in- -

fected duritg NHS treaiment,
the governmerit has refused to
extend the£20,000 paymeni,

and -has also” mled ‘out legal .

compensation, »

Kenrieth Clarke, the health
~$ecretary, wrote last week 1o
(A Morris; the opposition

- spokesiman for ihe disabled,

saying that the £20,000 recs:
wholly excep-
tional mrcumstanoes”' of ike

“haemophiliacs,

Clarke ‘wrote: “ Haemophll-
dcs. - wej Iready . suffering

“from -a disability” Wwhich ak

fected iheitemployment pros-
pects and ihsurance | status.
They had little OPROTULILY t0=
insure -their lives or . their
mortgages,.of 1o build up 54y~

,ings. in_order 1o provide -for -

thieir depet ants

ade i1 the next:-10 weeks as. -

hereditary nature’ of
lia means that more

“than’ on# member of-the fam-:
“ - ily riay-be'infected with HIV..

These -special - considerations

_do-not:-apply . 10° those ‘who
“have become infected . with-

HIV as -a. fesult: of a: blood
transﬁlsmn S
» Morris said lasi mght “Th:s

‘.‘1‘5 ‘niotjustice. We havend-way

of Knowing what the' eriploy:

““ment prospects, insurance sta-

us -or: savings - were - of the
Joot fransfusion victims be-

" fore- they were infected. In

SOIME cases’ thexr phg,ht i ac~
tually:worse:™
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.on Wednesday Morris put the

cost-of giving equal treatmerit.
10 non-haemophiliacs at £2m.
““Is that too much for the Trea-
sury ‘tofind-in the cause of
elementary justice?” he asked.
~Ross; who is co-ordinating a
group of laiwyers “acting for
non—haemopmilacs said legal
action might be taken:
‘Several lawyérs :ate consid-
ering suing -health authorities
or blood transfusion services
over contaminated’ blood: A
26~year old man in Scotland is
suingthe Scottish blood trans-

-fusion - service: for £200,000,

al]egmg he was given HIvo
contami ated b}lgoad during an

year—oid Edmburg:
wWoman is considering simildr
action:a contragiing HIV

'm hospital i m 1984. A woman'

in her twenties in Yorkshire
who was.given contaminated
blood ‘plasma afier Dbeing |
kncgked down'byacarind u}y

authon ics and the car driver,




