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JONATHAN WRAY, . whosa
wile snd thres-yesr-olg chitd
died of Aids after she was given
fomtasinated blood by the
NHS, speaics ou; todday in sup.
port of The Observer’s campeign
W Win compensation for (he
hundzeds of forgotten vietims of

svstem. g
fie has only
# Himited time to live, 4 think,
moraily,  the  Governmen
should say, "Yes, we made 2
wastabe”, he g gud yesterday.

But Hesith dinister Yirginis
Bt has wrilten to solici.
¢ the forpatten
S reiterating
the  Government’s refusa] 10
reach a sestlermen .

“The Governenent does not
accept that they nave 3 sironiger
slaim thar other patiente who
may have been iuiured g 3
result af medics! scoidents or a3
an  unintended side-efTect of
medical ireatment,” she said,

Labour leader Neil Kinnock
fast might condermned the Gay.
ernitent’s responge and prom-

Togical,

WE HavE highlighted today
the tragic cmse of Jonathan
Wray, whose life and family
have been devastated by Aids,
because we belleve that 4 serl-
ols inlustice g being doue,
The Government’s continding
refusal 16 compensate Airdz
¥iGtimy who were infested by
elood  transfusions | while
undergoing surgery in NHS
fosplizis 1 both indefensitle
sad illogical,

it took flve yemrs of public
pressure and the threat of
tegal aciion before Ministers
equate  levels of
n for haemophi.
mere stricken with
# resuit of belpg
with infected bisod
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ised 1o raise the dssue in the
Commons alter the Whirsun
recess, ‘Thers it no logic in
denying compenstion for these

poor people, wng thers 5 cer.
winly ao meicy,” he said, '"The
governmuric muat change jig
attitude -~ and quickly.’

Jonathan, 35, contracsed the
virug from his wife Mandy, whg
wai given HIV-contaminsted
blood during zn NHY frahsfic
sien in 1982 sfier the birth of
frer flrst son Andrew,

t was {our years befare goce
tors realised, and In that {ime
she married Jonathar and had
atiother son, fohs, born In JORS,
i know anyihing
about Aids ot HIV untif ghe got
i, he said.'It wae just before

s
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products by the WHS, The
result of this delay waz ‘hat
many of tham dled befare they
or their families received g
persty of compensating, i wridl
be depiorable iF the saire eur.

mudgeanly * and  legalfstin
approach iy adopted fowerds
thiz very much smsiier group
ol 480 Aids victims,

The cost to the NES of g
gunerows settlement woild be
msinimal. The ciaim by fawyery
that this would open the figod-
gates 1o other victime of med]-
caf aceidente ig
chacacteristically gversau~
tious. The Department Tof

the died, in October 1986, that
we found out she hag Aids,
Alter my wife's test, they said
they wurited 1o test me and the
two jaddies. Andrew was nege-
tive, he was safe. Bue me and
John were positive.’

It 1988 johr died, Now Jon-
sthan Wray s increasingty
unwell, i haven’e aGtuaily
deveioped Aids, byt  the

immune system s only 25 fiid

<ent of what it shouid be.’ He ia
teking AZT and other ntensive
and difficulr {reqtments, by
remaing highly susceplible 8
infection, ‘| only have 2 carinin

amount of tite feft, 1 dog’t

want 1o weste my time going
back and forth to court, | want
ta be doing things that T wasst,
"The Departinent of Heaith
has 1 reapansibility for the NHS
Aids victims,” he argues. "They
shouid give financial help to
those who need it 5o the don’t
have to go to court and waste
tha rest of their fives trying to
t 2 few thoussnd pounds.
eaple shouldn’t have to g0 csp
in hend trying 1o prove they are
entitied " to compensation.
Bverybody knows they are
moarally antitied to it .’
Kiftod by the HHS, o8

indefensible, unjust

Health's claim that there i3 o
ciear distinocion betwesn the
heemophiliucs infected
through bleod products sogd
these {afected during surgery
ls suck obvigys nonsense that
it Is surpefsing it cag be peri-
#usdy advanced.

I Ministers wish to project
the Image of & caring Natlosal
Health Service, they muze fxce
up (o the consequences of past
mistakes. N mmount of money
tas erngs the suffering of thege
NHS victims of Alds, Bot k
*Hl be & dlagrace if they gre
forced to eppeal to the conpm
before they can secure Juetics,
Theirs 18 & tragedy for which
weare 2l cesporsihie,
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